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Abstract  
This paper is premised on the hypothesis that the amount of rainfall in Nigeria decreases with increasing 
distance from the coastal areas to the north semi arid lands. This belief widely held in some circles does 
not really follow this pattern due to other climatic factors. This paper examined rainfall pattern and its 
variability in northeastern Nigeria and its impacts on access to water supply. Data on the mean monthly 
rainfall over a period of 33 years (1970-2002) were collected from the Nigeria Meteorological Agency 
(NIMET) in Abuja, Nigeria. The result of the analysis indicates that the mean annual rainfall in the study 
area is not dependent on distance but some other climatic factors such as relief, solar radiation, 
temperature, winds, and nature of soil among others. Thus, the amount of rainfall received in Taraba and 
Borno states which are located in the southern most and extreme end of the study area respectively were 
higher than that of Gombe state which lies in between them. 
